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“The Power of Beauty” in the New Slovenian Philharmonic Concert Season
In the 2025/26 season, the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra is reaching out to the ever-growing audience for classical music concerts with the slogan “The Power of Beauty”, offering lovers of superb music three subscription series at Cankarjev dom, two subscription series at the Slovenian Philharmonic, the Young Ears Series! for families, and the cycle of Saturday Insights into Music.

From Baroque, Classicism and Romanticism to Contemporary Music
The Symphonic Masterpieces Series remains committed to the impressive sounds of myriad orchestral colours in the 2025/26 season, with extensive symphonies by Mahler, Tchaikovsky and Bruckner, as well as the other highlights of 19th century orchestral music. Among other works, the subscription series will feature Gustav Holst’s The Planets, Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto with soloist Alexander Gadjiev, Ravel’s Valses nobles et sentimentales and Dvořák’s Cello Concerto, performed by the outstanding cellist Jean-Guihen Queyras.
The concerts of the subscription series Philharmonic Classics present everything from Haydn’s innovation, Mozart’s openheartedness and Beethoven’s decisiveness, to Schumann’s enthusiasm and Mendelssohn’s joy, music that shares a beauty of melody, harmony and form. The concerts will appeal to lovers of the songful works by composers from the Viennese Classical period and the attractive compositions of the early Romantics. The Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra will be led by two female conductors in the cycle, Lucie Leguay and Maria Włoszczowska, while in June we will have another opportunity to enjoy the playing of violin soloist Patricija Avšič, who won her age category at the international competition in Barcelona this year.
For the sixth consecutive season, enthusiasts of 20th and 21st century music, eager for fresh discoveries and insights, will be inspired by the New Orchestral Works subscription series, which will feature works by Nina Šenk, Uroš Rojko, Vito Žuraj and the young Alex Hren, among others. Slovenia’s excellent and internationally admired composers are a source of immense national pride, as they place Slovenia at the very peak of international musical creativity. The increasingly popular concerts of the NOW subscription series are supplemented by the educational and fascinating Saturday Insights into Music and the post-concert gatherings of the audience with performers and composers in Cankarjev dom’s Lili Novy Glass Hall.
The Vocal-Instrumental Programme subscription series offers a diverse range of concerts. In collaboration with Mojca Bitenc Križaj, Felix Janssen, Martin Logar and other promising vocal soloists of the younger generation, the Slovenian Philharmonic Choir and Orchestra will perform stunning oratorios, masses and other momentous works by composers ranging from Bach and Handel to Britten, Pärt, Tavener and Ešenvalds. The closing concert of the VIP subscription series will feature a guest performance by the Croatian Radio and Television Choir with a programme of selected works by Croatian composers.
Choral music enthusiasts will be thrilled by the Mainly Vocal Programme subscription series. Under the leadership of some of the world’s best choral conductors, including Stephen Layton, Holger Speck and Rahela Durič, the Slovenian Philharmonic Choir will dedicate itself to Slovenian and foreign vocal gems. In October, it will also pay tribute to the 80th anniversary of the Society of Slovene Composers by celebrating the outstanding achievements of contemporary Slovenian creativity. All of the MVP subscription series concerts are enriched by pre-concert talks and post-concert gatherings.
Dedicated to families, the Young Ears Series! is full of travel stories and adventures, inviting young listeners from six years of age on a new season of journeys through the regions, cities and countries that are the home of musicians of the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and Choir.

Deepened Artistic Growth of the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and Choir
In the 2025/26 season, the activities of the Slovenian Philharmonic will be marked by two principal conductors, both of whom have been working closely with the orchestra and choir since September last year. Georgian conductor Kakhi Solomnishvili, whose exceptional conducting qualities were first discovered by the internationally celebrated conductor Charles Dutoit, has already appeared with the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra at numerous resounding subscription series concerts, as well as at other performances in Slovenia and abroad. Under his leadership, the ensemble will embark on an extensive concert tour for the first time in more than a decade. In collaboration with three excellent young pianists, Alexander Gadjiev, Tomoki Sakata and Minsoo Sohn, it will perform in prestigious concert halls in South Korea and Japan.
Since autumn 2024, the position of principal conductor of the Slovenian Philharmonic Choir has been held by the English choral conductor Stephen Layton, who has been nominated for as many as five Grammy Awards and is regularly invited to collaborate with the world’s leading choirs, orchestras and composers. His interpretations can be heard from the Sydney Opera House to the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, from Tallinn to São Paulo, and in recent times have been admired increasingly often in Slovenia.

Subscriptions for the new season can be purchased every weekday from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm at the Slovenian Philharmonic box office at Kongresni trg 10, or online at www.filharmonija.si.
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